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BATTLE

Simelane steps in as land dispute
leaves Dunoon residents living in fear

SIPHOKAZI VUSO

A 72-HECTARE TRACT of land near
Dunoon, bought by the City of Cape
Town to address housing needs, has
become the centre of a growing dis-
pute, with Human Settlements Minister
Thembi Simelane seeking to engage
with the City over its proposed release
for development.

The GOOD party said the land,
known as Annandale Farm in the Mil-
nerton area, was purchased for R184.7
million in 2017 using funds redirected
from the planned extension of the Wol-
werivier Temporary Relocation Area
to help ease severe overcrowding in
Dunoon.

For residents who have spent years
waiting for homes, the proposed devel-
opment has reopened painful questions
about whether public land acquired
amid a housing crisis will ultimately
benefit the people who need it most.

The City, however, said the develop-
ment was intended to include afforda-
ble housing and that a partnership with
private developers could help deliver
homes amid severe national funding
constraints. Dunoon councillor Bule-
lwa Mayende said residents believed
the land had been acquired to address
overcrowding in the community and
that the City should have consulted
them about its plans.

“Instead of benefiting the commu-
nity, the City has decided to sell the
land. It was promised to us, but now it
is being treated as an investment,” May-
ende said. Former Dunoon councillor
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and ANC activist Lubabalo Makaleni
said he was surprised by reports of the
proposed sale, recalling that residents
were told the land was bought for their
benefit following housing protests in
2023.

“We were told the land was bought
for Dunoon residents after the housing
protests. Now the City wants to sell it to
private companies for upmarket hous-
ing. This has destroyed our hope that
we will ever get houses in Dunoon,”
he said.

Makaleni questioned how unem-
ployed residents would afford rent in
a development that includes privately
developed housing, warning that the
plans risked deepening their sense of
exclusion.

“If the City doesn't reverse this deci-
sion, we will meet them on the street,”

he said.

GOOD secretary-general and Cape
Town mayoral candidate Brett Her-
ron questioned whether the proposed
development guaranteed meaningful
housing opportunities for poor house-
holds.

He said affordable housing
accounted for only 10 of the tender’s
100 evaluation points, adding that
a bidder could score no points for
affordable housing and still win.

“Serious questions remain about
whether the funds diverted to acquire
Annandale Farm were wholly or par-
tially derived from Urban Settlements
Development Grants (USDGs). These
grants are intended to house the poor,
not to fund real estate speculation by
the City;” he said.

Herron added that the party had

lodged an application under the Pro-
motion of Access to Information Act
to compel the City to disclose the ori-
gin of the funding and any conditions
attached to it.

“If USDG funds were used, the City
must show how Annandale’s disposal
complies with USDG conditions,”
he said. He also criticised the City’s
approach to addressing the housing
shortage, which he said had climbed
above 680 000 families.

“As Cape Town’s housing shortage
has climbed above 680 000 families,
the City of Cape Town has made an art
form of big announcements about land
releases, land acquisitions, and alleged
future housing plans — while building
fewer and fewer houses,” he said.

Herron’s concerns centre on the
use of Urban Settlements Development
Grant funding, which supports human
settlements and access to well-located
land for poorer households.

The City, however, disputed claims
that the development was intended
to generate a profit at the expense of
Dunoon residents.

Mayco member for Human Settle-
ments Carl Pophaim said the land was
acquired for affordable housing as part
of a broader citywide strategy, rather
than exclusively for Dunoon residents.

He said the proposed public-private
partnership would help cross-subsi-
dise affordable housing at a time when
national grant funding was severely
constrained.

“It must be noted that the national
subsidy for fully-subsidised so-called

‘free’ housing has changed completely,
and is now focused on the following
beneficiaries exclusively: qualifying
beneficiaries over 60; military veterans
and child-headed households.

“Therefore, Dunoon residents
under 60 and not within the national
categories would not qualify for ful-
ly-subsidised housing because the
national programme does not allow
for this anymore,” he said.

Pophaim added that residents from
Dunoon, or elsewhere, earning more
than R3 500 and less than R34 800
would be able to apply.

“For those residents who do not
qualify as they earn too little, or do
not qualify in terms of the national
requirements for fully-subsidised hous-
ing, the City has plans for Doornbach
and other land parcels in the area,
he said.Meanwhile, the Department of
Human Settlements spokesperson, Tse-
kiso Machike confirmed that Simelane
had requested an engagement with the
City over the proposed sale.

“The City welcomed the proposal
and is pleased to meet with the Min-
istry, the Department of Human Set-
tlements, the Housing Development
Agency, and the Western Cape Gov-
ernment to discuss the property and
the City’s development approach as
requested,” he said.

Machike added that, according to
the City, it was not close to making an
award in relation to the disposal of the
property.

The meeting date is still to be deter-
mined.

FFF walkout sparks row over AfriForum links at mayoral dialogue

SIPHOKAZI VUSO

THE EFF in the Western Cape has
defended its decision to walk out of a
Cape Town mayoral and civic dialogue,
saying that the event was used as a
platform to advance what it described
as AfriForum and Cape Forum’s "racist,
white supremacist and pro-apartheid
agenda" in the province.

The dispute followed the Beyond
the Ballot: Mayoral Civic and Dialogue,
hosted by Cape Flats Stories and The

Bridge SA Movement at the Univer-
sity of the Western Cape (UWC) on
Sunday. The dialogue was intended
to address housing, land restitution,
gender-based violence, gang violence
and spatial inequality.

EFF provincial chairperson Unathi
Ntame said the party’s provincial treas-
urer, Aishah Cassiem, and other mem-
bers walked out because they refused
to legitimise what the party described
as a platform advancing a racist, white
supremacist and pro-apartheid agenda.

"The organisers concealed AfriFo-
rum/Cape Forum's involvement. When
confronted, they claimed a distinction
that does not exist," he said.

Ntame also took issue with the pres-
ence of Cape Forum material promot-
ing “growing federalism” on notepads
distributed at the event.

"Cape Forum's materials promote
‘growing federalism," and the slogan
'plaas die Kaap se toekoms in Kaapse
hande": [place the Cape's future in Cape
hands], also appeared on notepads dis-
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tributed at the UWC meeting," he said,

Ntame accused the DA of main-

taining an association with the entities.

“The DA’ role must be stated
plainly. While DA leaders have publicly
said they ‘do not believe’ in full Western
Cape independence and ‘will not go
that route, the party has maintained
a documented pattern of association
with these entities,” he said.

“Cape independence organisations
themselves note that a majority of their
supporters historically vote DA and
continue to lobby the DA to call a
referendum on independence, precisely
because of the DA’ federalist and devo-
lution agenda,” he said.

Tarryn-Lee Bell, founder and
director of The Bridge SA Movement,
said she had acknowledged and apol-
ogised for an oversight involving Cape

Forum-brsiphokazi. The organisers
said they had offered to address the
EFF’s concerns, including removing
a Cape Forum banner from the foyer.
Bell rejected allegations of a racist
agenda, questioning why EFF repre-
sentatives returned to the auditorium
before staging their walkout.

Cape Forum executive chairper-
son Heindrich Wyngaard defended the
organisations involvement, saying its
association with AfriForum had been
transparent since its establishment in
2022. He said the dialogue aimed to
promote free speech and give commu-
nities access to politicians ahead of the
4 November elections. The EFF, how-
ever, maintained its objections, with
Cassiem demanding a public apology
and accusing organisers of deception
and participants of profanity.
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1345 help-seekers
identified at high risk
of suicidal thoughts

ANITA NKONKI

MORE than 1 300 gambling help-seek-
ers were flagged at high risk of suicidal
thoughts in 2025/26, with debt and
financial distress compounding the
mental-health toll.

The South African Responsi-
ble Gambling Foundation (SARGF)
identified 1,345 people with a high
suicide-ideation risk profile. Of those
assessed, 83% had debt they could not
manage, while 36 required psychiatric
evaluations and 20 were admitted for
21-day inpatient treatment.

A further 33% reported a family
history of gambling. It is explained that
the figures do not mean that 1 345 peo-
ple attempted suicide or that gambling
was the sole cause of their distress,
but highlight the complex relationship
between gambling-related harm and
mental health.

Sibongile Simelane-Quntana, exec-
utive director of the South African
Responsible Gambling Foundation
(SARGF), said the distress experienced
by those seeking help often stems from
several interconnected factors.

“What we consistently see is a com-
plex interplay between gambling-re-
lated harm, unmanageable debt expo-
sure, financial distress, substance use,
relationship and family strain, and
underlying mental health conditions
such as anxiety and depression,” she
said. Simelane-Quntana said the emo-
tional burden of secrecy, shame, hope-
lessness, social isolation and deterio-
rating relationships could compound
financial losses and increase vulnera-
bility to suicidal thinking.

Financial pressure can drive people
towards gambling as a way to supple-
ment income, but losses often deepen
debt, anxiety and hopelessness. Sime-
lane-Quntana warned that individuals
may exhaust savings, borrow money
or access retirement funds trying to
recover losses.

Students are also vulnerable, with
ISFAP warning that online betting can
jeopardise their finances, well-being
and academic progress. Sun Interna-
tional has introduced a Responsible
Gambling Charter focused on player
protection and education.

Meanwhile, government consulta-
tions continue on a proposed national
online gambling tax, expected to be
finalised in February 2027.
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MEETING (AGM)

The Little Mowbray and Rosebank Improvement District NPC
(LMRID) will be hosting an AGM. All stakeholders are invited
to a review of the past financial year’s activities and planning
Bidders not registered on the CTICC Database, or the Central Supplier Database are not precluded from submitting tenders but must be for 2027/2028

registered prior to the adjudication date of the offers to be responsive. Date: Thursday 19th November, 2026

Physical tender documents can be purchased in cash, at a non-refundable fee of R 200 per document and can be collected directly from the Time: 18h30 (registration for méeting), 19h00

supply chain office as of the dates indicated above. Please reserve yourself a set of tender documents, by sending an email to the above- (meeting commence)

mentioned email. Preferably, tender documents must be requested electronically, free of charge, by sending a request to the above email Mossop Hall, cnr Cheltenham and

addresses. Roseberry Roads, Little Mowbray.

To ensure that bids are not invalidated, bid documents must be completed in accordance with the terms and conditions stated on them.The

completed original bid documents must be placed in a sealed A4 envelope - clearly stating the bid number and name of tender. The sealed

bids must be deposited into Tender box 1 situated at the reception area on the ground floor of the Cape Town International Convention

Centre 1 (1 Lower Long Street, Convention Square, Foreshore).

CLOSING DATE AND TIME FOR BID: MONDAY, 9 NOVEMBER 2026 AT 12:00

All bids received will be opened in public, late proposals and proposals submitted by e-mail or fax will under no circumstances be accepted.

The CTICC reserves the right to withdraw any proposal, invitation and/or to re-advertise or to reject any proposals or to accept any part of it.

The CTICC does not bind itself to accepting the lowest bid or to award a contract to the bidder who scores the highest number of points.
Cequirements for sealing, addressing, delivery, opening and assessment of tenders are stated in the Tender Data )
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AT YOUR FAVOURITE
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Notice of Annual General Meeting (AGM)

hosting an AGM. All stakeholders are invited to a review of
the past financial year’s activities and planning for 2027/28.

The tenders will be evaluated on the functionality criteria as stated in the tender document. The minimum qualification score for
functionality is 70.
The following department may be contacted only in writing in respect of enquiries with the subject line:
«  “TENDER NO. CTICC 017/2027- Enquiries”
General Enquiries: tender1@cticc.co.za

The Groote Schuur Community Improvement
District NPC (GSCID) will be hosting an AGM. All Date:  Wednesday 18 November 2026
stakeholders are invited to a review of the past Time: 18h00

financial year's activities and planning for 2027/28. Venue: Kenilworth Racecourse

(2nd floor, Main Building)

Resolutions presented at the meeting can only be voted on
by bona fide members of the LKID. This membership is
available free of charge to all owners of property within
the LKID footprint who are liable for the additional rate
(additional rate payers), but they must be registered before
11 November 2026.

To register as a member or access further information and
documentation go to www.lkid.co.za/AGM-2026 or call
072 324 4935

Date: 19 November 2026

Time: 16:30 pm

Venue: Belmont Square Conference Centre, Rondebosch
Venue:
Resolutions presented at the meeting can only be
voted on by bona fide members of the GSCID.
This membership is available free of charge to all
owners of property within the GSCID footprint who
are liable for the additional rate (additional rate
payers), but they must be registered before 10
November 2026.

Resolutions presented at the meeting can only be voted
on by bona fide members of the LMRID This membership
is available free of charge to all owners of property within
the LMRID footprint who are liable for the additional rate
(additional rate payers), but they must be registered before
12" November 2026.

To register as a member or access further information
and documentation go to: www.Ilmrid.capetown.
To submit a written objection or comment e-mail
info@Imrid.capetown or call 08610 56743

ANA/ 519791

To register as a member or access further
information and documentation go to
www.gscid.co.za or call 021 685 8185
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